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Dear ERCOT team,
Please see EDP Renewables written comments on the proposed Draft for the Large Load
Interconnection Batch Study. We are available to provide further clarifications if it makes

sense.

Best, Antonio

Anténio Fayad
Data Center and Hydrogen
Strategy & Business Development

1501 McKinney Street, Suite 1300, Houston, Texas 77010, United States

Please do not feel obliged to respond outside your normal working hours.
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l. Introduction

EDP Renewables (EDPR) appreciates the serious effort ERCOT staff have undertaken to
develop a conceptual redesign of the Large Load Interconnection (LLI) process. We
recognize the complexity of the "Batch Zero" transition and the long-term Batch Study
design presented during the February 3, 2026, workshop.

EDPR offers the following comments and recommendations to ensure the transition is
efficient, equitable, and does not unnecessarily delay mature projects that pose minimal
risk to the system.

Il. Procedural Recommendations for Implementation

Transition via Standard Stakeholder Process EDPR advises ERCOT to prioritize the
standard stakeholder governance processes—specifically the NPRR and PGRR pathways—
over the use of a Good Cause Exception to effectuate this transition.

Leveraging Existing Frameworks (NPRR 1321) To facilitate a smoother transition, ERCOT
should seriously consider a transitional mechanism consistent with the principles of NPRR
1321. This approach would leverage the existing Regional Planning Group (RPG) process
with defined timelines and clear, substantiated-load inclusion criteria, ensuring stability for
developers while the new Batch process is established.

lll. Batch Zero Eligibility and Criteria

Expansion of Batch Zero Eligibility. The current proposal for Batch Zero inclusion focuses
heavily on projects that are operational, approved to energize, or have met specific
milestones by January 28, 2026. EDPR recommends that ERCOT add an explicit eligibility
pathway for projects with ERCOT-approved load studies that require no transmission
upgrades to be considered "firm" in Batch Zero A.

+ Rationale: These projects present minimal ratepayer risk and system impact.
Delaying them into future batches (Zero B or Batch 1) creates unnecessary
regulatory bottlenecks for projects that are effectively ready to move forward.

Flexible Cutoff Dates and Administrative Grace Periods The proposed eligibility cutoffs
(e.g., January 28, 2026, and December 15, 2025) risk excluding in-flight projects due to
administrative timing rather than actual project readiness. Given the complex orchestration
of project development, otherwise commercially mature projects risk exclusion due solely
to retroactive deadlines that were not previously disclosed.
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¢ Recommendation: ERCOT should align Batch Zero eligibility cutoffs to the start of
case conditioning (proposed for February for Batch Zero A ) or provide a 45-day
grace period for administrative completeness.

"Submitted" vs. "Approved" Milestones The final rule should avoid criteria based on a
study being "approved by [Date]". This metric unfairly penalizes TSPs and developers for
potential processing lags.

¢ Recommendation: ERCOT should utilize "submitted" milestones where feasible.
Alternatively, ERCOT should establish a documented mechanism to recognize
submissions that are substantively complete but are merely pending final ERCOT
action.

IV. Technical Study Requirements

Streamlined Path for Co-located and BYOG Projects For co-located load and "Bring Your
Own Generation" (BYOG) projects, ERCOT should explicitly prevent incremental study
requirements where they are not technically justified. If a project requires no transmission
upgrades, there should be a direct path to the Quarterly Stability Assessment (QSA). This
aligns with the workshop discussion regarding the unique needs of co-located loads and
the potential for new rules to link these requests.

V. Conclusion

EDPR supports the goal of a transparent and predictable interconnection process. We urge
ERCOT to incorporate these recommendations to prevent unnecessary delays for mature
projects and to ensure the transition to the Batch Study process is successful. We look
forward to the upcoming workshop on February 12.

Sincerely,

Antonio Fayad

Senior Manager for Data Centers
And

David Mindham

Senior Director for Regional Affairs
and Market Development
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